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Sunday Ist March, 2020
First Sunday of Lent

Fr Phil Gaffney PP The Lord’s Day 9:00am, 10:30am, |2noon & 7:00pm
Fr Ciprian Solomon CC Monday ~ Friday ~ 8:00am
St Mary’s Presbytery Saturday 10:00am

Dublin Road & 9834958  Holydays 8:00am and 7:30pm

Baptisms are celebrated on the first Saturday and on the
St Mary’s Parish Centre second and fourth Sunday of the month at [:00pm. Please
24 James Street contact the parish office or the sacristy for a booking form.
= 9834587 & 9838347 Four weeks notice required.
Confessions are available on Saturdays after 10:00am Mass,
: and every Sunday after 7:00pm Mass.
stmarysdrogheda@gmail.com Marriages are facilitated by the Parish Centre: 9834587.

www.stmarysdrogheda.ie

Our Parish Community
March 2020
Tues 8:30pm Baptism Preparation Meeting Team A Centre

Hospital Visitation: Please inform Fr Phil, Fr Ciprian or the Parish Centre if a relative is ill or
in hospital.

First Sunday of Lent
Jesus fasts for 40 days in the desert and is tempted by the devil.
Background on the Gospel Reading
In each of the three Synoptic Gospels (Mark, Matthew, and Luke), after Jesus’ baptism by John, Jesus is
reported to have gone to the desert to fast and pray for 40 days. In each case, while in the desert, Jesus is
tempted by the devil.

Matthew and Luke give more detail than Mark does, but each one tells how the devil tempts Jesus in the
desert. In Matthew, as in Luke, the devil presents three temptations to Jesus. The devil tempts Jesus to use
his power to appease his hunger; he tempts Jesus to put God’s promise of protection to the test; and he
offers Jesus all of the kingdoms of the world if Jesus will worship the devil. In each case, Jesus resists the
temptation, rebuking the devil with words from Scripture.

The account of Jesus’ temptation in the desert is filled with allusions and parallels to the Old Testament,
including the story of the people of Israel. The Israelites spent 40 years wandering in the desert in Exodus,
for example, and Jesus spends 40 days in the desert. As the Israelites were tempted during the Exodus, so
too is Jesus tempted.

Each temptation offers insight into both God and the human condition. Jesus’ rejection of the temptations
shows that he will not put God to the test. Grounding himself on the word and authority of Scripture, Jesus
rebukes the devil, confident in God’s protection and faithfulness.

As we start our journey through Lent, our Sunday readings call us to adopt the same confidence that Jesus
had in the face of temptation: God’s word alone will suffice; God’s promise of protection can be trusted;
God alone is God.

Mass Intentions for week beginning Sunday 1st March, 2020

Sunday Ist March 9:00am Special Intention
10:30am Martha Lowth; Molly Brown & Jack Ball
12:00noon Eileen Stafford Month’s Memory; Joe Gallagher & Christy Gallagher;

7:00pm Special Intention
Monday 7.45am 7:30pm
Tuesday 7:45am 7:30pm
Wednesday 7:45am 7:30pm  Stations of the Cross
Thursday 7:45am 7:30pm
Friday 6th 7:45am First Friday -

7:30pm Mass for All Those on the Parish List of the Dead
Saturday 7th 10:00am John & Hannah Gregory; Anthony, Emily & Patricia Reay; Anne Crickley
3:00pm Confirmation - St. Mary’s Parish Primary School
Sunday 8th March 9:00am Eddie Veale
10:30am Frank Everitt Month’s Memory; Betty Johnston; Joe O’Connor & Helen D’arcy
12:00noon  Barry Behan First Anniversary; Margaret Mohan; First Anniversary & Patrick Mohan;
Betty & Martin Branigan
7:00pm Special Intention

St. Mary’s Annual Golf Classic:

Lent began on Ash Wednesday

26th Feb. Will take place on Friday Ist May in Laytown /
‘ B Golf Club. T f 4 €300.
iy Mass Times for Lom
bty Lont 7.45am - Mon - Fri P P '

To secure your Tee-Time for our Golf classic,
please contact Joe Harlin: 085-2566305.

Prize giving at 9:00pm in the Black Bull.
Join us for raffle, music and refreshments.

7.30pm - Mon, Tues, Thurs. & Fri.
. What can | do this Lent?
. Weekday Mass in St. Mary’s at 7.45am or
7.30pm.
. Stations of the Cross
. 7:30pm each Wednesday during Lent

Pilgrimage to San Giovanni Rotondo & Assisi
24th - 30th June, 2020:

Seven days from Dublin €945 per person sharing.
For further details please contact
Group Organiser: Ann-Marie on 086 089 2788 see poster
Stations of the Cross — reflect on Jesus’ final at back of church or contact Marian Pilgrimages
journey. Make a good confession 01.8788159. Spiritual Director is Fr. Phil Gaffney.

Set aside some time each day for prayer as a family

Eucharistic Adoration — spend time in the
Adoration chapel

Reach out to those who are in need /give to the
poor
Volunteer to help out in your church, get involved in
Fundpraising or any parish ministry

LIGHT THE FIRE! — The Franciscan Sisters of the
Renewal invite you to join them in Slane, Co. Meath on
St. Patrick’s Day, Tuesday 17th March, 2020. At
4:15pm meet on the Hill of Slane for prayer and
procession to St. Patrick’s Church. At 5:00pm Mass in
the Church celebrated by Bishop Thomas Deenihan,
Bishop of Meath, followed by Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament. All are welcome! For directions and event 2020:

details: http://www.franciscansisterscfr.com/st- Coach wiII‘depart from Mary Street at 7:00am.
anthony or contact the Sisters at 041 983 Cost €25. includes coach and refreshments (tea/scone)

0441. Contact Liz 086 3658358. All are welcome.

Irish Blood Transfusion Service

St. Mary’s Primary School, Crossroute, Bryanstown
on Monday 9th, Tuesday |0th, Wednesday | Ith &
Thursday |2th March, 2020 from 5.00pm to 8.30pm.

St. Oliver’s National School, Ballymakenny Rd.
on Wednesday |8th & Thursday 19th March 2020
from 5.00pm to 8.30pm.

Please note venues, days & times.

St. Mary’s Parish Pilgrimage to Knock - 20th June,

8th March International Women’s Day Arise - Young Adult Catholic Conference takes place
“She Pondered these things in her heart” in Knock Shrine on March 7th, 2020. There will be

An afternoon for women with a talk and a time of inspirational speakers, music, celebration, fun, a chance to
prayer led by the Franciscan Sisters of the Renewal on |l meet other young adults and much more. Registration is

Sunday 8th March from 4 - 6pm in St. Mary’s Pastoral | f-om |0:00am and the day will finish at 4:30pm.
Centre. You may want to bring a Bible with you for

the prayer time. All women are welcome - invite a
friend to come with you if you'd like! Questions?

18 yrs + Up. Cost €10. Register on the day or on
Eventbrite.com
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Parish Dev. Fund: €1,357.00
Many thanks for your support

Dermot (Mallo) Brennan, Ard Ri.

May he rest in peace

A prayer for those who “ o Supporting Our Parish:




